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Scientists’ Consensus Statement on Protection of the Ross Sea

Few large intact ecosystems remain in the world’s oceans. In the Southern Ocean we have a
narrow window of opportunity to protect one of these special places: the Ross Sea. In 2008 an
independent analysis of human impacts on the world's oceans published in the journal Science
classified the Ross Sea as the least affected large oceanic ecosystem remaining on Earth.’

We, the undersigned scientists, believe that it is essential that the entire Ross Sea, including its
shelf and slope, is afforded protection by designating it as a fully-protected marine reserve. Only
by adding fisheries to the already excluded minerals extraction, and ensuring that other
significant human pressures are removed or minimised, can we preserve the intrinsic values and
ecological integrity of the Ross Sea.’

Its unique ecology, relatively undisturbed state, and long history of ongoing scientific research
make the Ross Sea a ‘living laboratory’ essential for the study of marine ecosystems and of the
effects of climate change independent of complicating factors.

Establishment of the Ross Sea Marine Protected Area by the Commission on the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) would provide a crucial component of a
comprehensive and representative network of marine reserves across the Southern Ocean. It
would stand as a shining example for the rest of the high seas.

Name Affiliation Country
1. *Dr. Sylvia Earle Mission Blue USA
2. *Dr. John Croxall Birdlife International United Kingdom
3. *Dr. William J.L. Airlie Center United States
Sladen
4, Dr. Daniel Pauly University of British Columbia Fisheries Canada

! Statement opened for signature on June 14, 2010. Signatures as of March 4, 2011.

2 Halpern, B.S. et al. 2008. A Global Map of Human Impact on Marine Ecosystems. Science 319, pp. 948 — 952.
http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/abstract/319/5865/948

3 Signatures indicate personal opinion and do not represent official positions of the organizations or agencies with
which they are affiliated.

*Has worked in the Ross Sea, or conducted analyses that incorporate Ross Sea research findings.

**The opinions of this person do not represent an official position nor endorsement of third party certification
schemes for fisheries by NOAA and the United States Government.
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Cetacean Conservation

Louisville Zoo
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University of Aberdeen

Iemanya Oceanica
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University of Washington
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CADIC-CONICET

University of Wisconsin
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Master's Candidate
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Conor Ryan, Ph.D.
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*Dr. Walker Smith
Dr. Richard Smith
Dr. Joanna Smith
Melanie Snith, M.Sc.
Dr. Ralf P. Sonntag
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*Dr. Sharon
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Taras Shevchenko National University
of Kyiv

IFAW

University of Arizona
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National Institute of Water and
Atmospheric Research
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University of Strasbourg

IFM-GEOMAR
University of Gottingen
Detroit Zoo
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Canterbury University

University of Auckland

San Jose State University

Point Definance Zoo & Aquarium
University of Warwick

Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi
Wake Forest University
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University of Minnesota

Virginia Institute of Marine Science
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University of California, Santa Cruz

BioDiversity Research Institute
Hubbs-Seaworld Research Institute
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USA
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Dr. Fiamma Straneo
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Dr. Bridget J.M.
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*Cara Sucher, M.Sc.
Dr. Rashid Sumaila

Dr. Robert M. Suryan
Dr. Meiya Sutisno
Theresa Tallentine,
M.Sc.

Scott Taylor, Ph.D.
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Pierre Tellier, M.Sc.
Loic Teulier, Ph.D.
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Dr. Helmut Thetmeyer

Dr. Jean-Baptiste
Thiebot
*Dr. Jeanette Thomas

Dr. Rob Thomas

Alexander Thorton,
M.Sc.

Dr. Anoop Kumar
Tiwari

Deborah Tobin

*Dr. Jose Torres
*Dr. Susan E.
Townsend
Theodoros Tsimpidis

Dr. W. Breck Tyler
*Dr. Cynthia Tynan

Dr. Heather Urquart
Sylvia E. van der
Woude, M.Sc.
Schannelle van Dijken,
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*Dr. Jan A. van
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Frederik van
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Dr. David van Reyk
Amy Vargas

*Dr. Richard R. Veit
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National Center for Antarctic and Ocean
Research
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University of South Florida
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Institute of Marine Conservation
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Associated Scientists at Woods Hole,
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New England Aquarium
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Conservation International
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Agricultural Biodiversity Scientist
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USA

Canada
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Dr. Yakutat Watanuki
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Emily Wilson
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